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The last completed multilateral round of trade negotiations was 
the Uruguay Round (1986–1994).  The Doha Round was launched 
in 2001 but is generally considered to have failed, and while 
technically still ongoing, it is considered to have little prospect of 
ultimate comprehensive success.
 
This has led to a multitude of regional and bilateral free trade 
negotiations.  Since the recently concluded Trans-Paci�c 
Partnership Regional Free Trade Agreement reportedly had over 
700 outstanding issues at its conclusion, the challenge for Least 
Developed Countries (“LDCs”) and Developing Countries (“DCs”) 
(including Malaysia) to meaningfully participate is enormous.  
International organisations such as the United Nations and the 
World Trade Organization have recognised that a growing trade 
capacity gap exists, to the detriment of LDCs and DCs. 

The talk will cover the following:

(1) Scope and complexity of free trade agreement (“FTA”) 
negotiations; 

(2) Subject matter of major areas in FTA negotiations and the 
relevant laws; 

(3) Institutions whose activities in�uence FTA negotiations, such 
as the World Trade Organization, and its rules and procedures; 

(4) How to assess the potential impact of FTAs on various sectors 
of the economy, and the public a�ected in each sector; and 

(5) How to relate to the government and the public on these 
matters.

This talk is organised by the Bar Council Continuing Professional 
Development (“CPD”) Department, in collaboration with the 
Inter-Paci�c Bar Association Legal Development and Training 
Committee, and Global Development Law & Consulting Group 
(Washington, DC and Singapore).  
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Programme
Registration for the talk will begin at 2:00 pm

2:30 pm  Welcoming Remarks 
 Representatives of Inter-Paci�c Bar Association and 

Bar Council Malaysia

2:40 pm Overview 
 Moderated by Bruce Aitken, Managing Partner, 

Aitken Berlin LLP (Washington, DC; New York). 
Named to Dispute Resolution Panels of US-Canada 
FTA, WTO, NAFTA, and WIPO. Adjunct Professor of 
Law, Georgetown & American University Law 
Schools on NAFTA, and Core Courses on Trade 
Negotiations.

2:50 pm Topic: History of Trade Negotiations 

 Raj Bhala, Associate Dean University of Kansas 
School of Law; Rice Professor of International Law; 
Professor of Islamic Law, Editor, International Trade 
Law (used in over 100 law schools globally). 

3:20 pm Topic: The Challenges Faced in Negotiating the 
Trans-Paci�c Partnership Free Trade Agreement

 YB Tan Sri Dr Rebecca Fatima Sta Maria, Secretary 
General, Ministry of International Trade & Industry, 
Malaysia 

3:50 pm Topic: Scope and Complexity of Free Trade 
Agreement Negotiations 

 Film presentation by Chulsu Kim, former South 
Korean Minister of Trade, Industry and Energy (1993 
– 1994); Deputy Director-General of the World 
Trade Organization (“WTO”)(1995 – 1999);  founder 
of the Institute for Trade and Investment (“ITI”) in 
1995 and has served as its Chairman since; Senior 
Advisor, Lee International IP & Law Group.

4:10 pm Topic: Compliance and Good Governance Issues 
in Free Trade Agreement Negotiations

 Speaker (to be con�rmed).

4:40 pm Topic: Assessing the Potential Economic Impact 
of Free Trade Agreements on Your Country, 
Citizens and/or Clients

 Ngosong Fonkem, Corneille Law Group (Green 
Bay); former International Trade Law Lecturer, 
Multimedia University School of Law (Malacca).

5:00 pm Topic: An Introduction to Trade Negotiating 
Technique and Advocating Commercial 
Interests in Free Trade Agreements

 Bruce Aitken

5:40 pm Summary and Closing

6:00 pm  Refreshments

Registration Fees
Members of the Bar  RM53
Non-Members  RM212
Fees are inclusive of 6% GST

To register online, please click here.
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I would like to register for the event (all fields must be completed):

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Membership No (for Members of the Bar only): ___________________________

NRIC No (Pupils / Law Students / Non-Members): __________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________

Name of Firm / Organisation: __________________________________________

Preferred Name for GST Tax Invoice: _____________________________________

GST Registration No: _________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Tel: ____________________________      Fax: _____________________________

Signature: ________________________ Date: ______________________

Member of the Bar        Pupil       Law Student       Non-Member   
(Tick where applicable)

The personal information that you provide to the Bar Council, whether 
now or in the future, may be used, recorded, stored, disclosed or otherwise 
processed by or on behalf of the Bar Council for the purposes of 
facilitation and organisation of this event, research and audit, and 
maintenance of a participant database for the promotion of this event, 
and such ancillary services as may be relevant.

Payment options:
(1) Direct deposit to Hong Leong Bank Berhad, No 9 Jalan 

Tun Tan Cheng Lock, 50000 Kuala Lumpur 
 (Account: 283-00-00108-6; SWIFT CODE: HLBBMYKL); or
(2) Cheque or bank draft, payable to “Bar Council”; or
(3) Cash payment, at the ground �oor of the Bar Council 

Secretariat.  

All payments must be made in advance of the event, and 
include all bank charges.  Registration will be confirmed 
once proof of payment is provided by email or fax, and full 
payment is received.  

Seats will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Cancellations must be made in writing.  There will be no 
refunds for cancellations made after 7 Apr 2016 
(Thursday) but substitutions are allowed.  The organiser 
reserves the right to modify, cancel or postpone the event, 
should circumstances arise that make such action 
necessary, whereupon all registration fees paid will be 
refunded.

Points for the Continuing Professional Development 
(“CPD”) Scheme will not be awarded to Members of the 
Bar and pupils in chambers who arrive more than 15 
minutes late, are not present throughout the event, or 
leave before its scheduled end.

Please direct all correspondence (including completed 
registration forms and proof of payment) and enquiries to:

Mohd Fazli Rosman / Roslan Mahamud
Tel: 03-2050 2111     Fax: 03-2050 2112

Email: cpd@malaysianbar.org.my

Please be advised that certain supplies of goods and 
services that we make may be subject to GST, and we are 
required to levy GST on such taxable goods and services 
from 1 Apr 2015. 

Kindly also note that we reserve the right to implement 
any necessary changes to our policies on goods and 
services that we may supply or on supplies we may 
receive from vendors.

Registration Fees
Members of the Bar  RM53  |  Non-Members  RM212

Fees are inclusive of 6% GST

CPD Code: T3/12042016/BC/BC164087/4 

Registration for the talk will begin at 2:00 pm

To register online, please click here.
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